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ANNA'S FAMILY HISTORY

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, THEODORUS LEONARDUS
VAN RAAPHORST

AUGUST 24,2018 | ANNA

August 24,2018, is the 193rd birth anniversary of my great-grandfather, Theodorus Leonardus van
Raaphorst, bornin 1825.
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BS Geboorte met Theodorus
Leonardus van Raaphorst

Kind
Geboortedatum
Geslacht

Theodorus Leonardus van Raaphorst
24-08-1825
Man

Vader

Johannes van Raaphorst

Moeder

Anna Maria Nik

Gebeurtenis
Datum
Gebeurtenisplaats

Geboorte
24-08-1825
Haarlem

Documenttype
Erfgoedinstelling
Plaats instelling
Collectiegebied
Aktenummer
Registratiedatum
Akteplaats

BS Geboorte
Noord-Hollands Archief
Haarlem

Noord-Holland

25-08

25-08-1825

Haarlem

Birth record for Theodorus Leonardus

Which means, of course, that the 200th anniversary is right around the corner. | continue to be amazed
that a person only three generations removed from me was born so long ago. That probably says more
about my own advanced age than anything.

You might be curious about his name. Who gives their children Latin names, anyway (other than the Ro-
mans)? As it turns out, almost all of my male Dutch relatives born before 1900 had Latinized names. Un-
til about 1800 the Dutch also used patronymics (for example, Corneliszn or “son of Cornelis”). They used
it with their daughters, as well (Cornelisdr). It does help in doing genealogy research!
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Speaking of which, Theodorus Leonardus has always been the most mysterious of my Dutch ancestors,
and he remains so in spite of my most recent genealogical efforts.

In about 1867 he abandoned his wife and two living children (Christiaan, my grandfather, and Antonius,
his brother) and simply disappeared. He reappeared about 30 years later (after his wife’s death) and
asked son Chris and his family to take him in. They did for awhile, but apparently the arrangements didn’t
work out, and he disappeared again.

(The family story is that he flaunted an expensive-looking pocket watch when he knocked on Chris’s
door, and they thought maybe he had come into money and | suppose might share it with them. It was
when they discovered that the gold-plating on the watch was fake that they sent him packing.)

| recently discovered that Theodorus remarried (a widow some years his junior, Jannetje Maria van der
Reijden) in 1899. | have now uncovered quite a bit about her, but | still have some pressing questions
about him:

e Where was Theodorus during the 30 years he was “missing”?
e When and where did he die?

e Did he earn the label “black sheep” of the family, as some have claimed, or was he justified in escaping
from his “difficult” wife, as others have declared?
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Web: Den Haag, Nederland, Huwelijken, 1811-1931

Name:
Spouse:
Marriage Date:
Marriage Place:
Father:
Mother:

URL:

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. Web: The Hague, Netherlands, Marriage Index, 1811-1931 [database
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.

Onginal data: Virtuele Studiezaal. Municipality of The Hague.
http://195.242.171.17/hga/virtuelestudiezaal/WebsitePubliek/SelectieBron.aspx.

Description:

t Theodorus Leonardus Raaphorst

Theodorus Leonardus Raaphorst
Jannetje Maria Reijden

¥ Jun 1899

The Hague, MNetherlands

Johannes Raaphorst

Anna Maria Nik

http:/f195.242 171 _17/hgaivirt..

This record is not from Ancestry and will open
in a new window. You may nead to search for
the record when the web page opens. For

more infermation on web records, dick here.

You will need to log-in or register to save this

record to your tree.

é

Go to website

All data in this third-party database was obtained from the source’s website.
Ancestry.com does not support or make corrections or changes to the original

database. To learn more about these records, please refer to the source’s website.

Learn more...
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