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The early days of computers, coding in machine language | News from Nan
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From 2014 to 2020 we researched and cataloged over 5000 items (hardware, software, and text) at the Com-
puter History Museum in Mountain View, California. We sometimes blogged about our experiences and the fas-

cinating items we encountered; this post is part of that set.
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Datatron Coding Form

A week ago we were cataloging some documents from the Burroughs Corporation when we happened
upon an ancient coding form. This was for writing code for the Datatron 205, an early 1950s computer.
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Burroughs bought Datatronin 1956.

The coding form is interesting because the code is in machine language, the predecessor to assembler
language. The page in the image above was part of a linear programming code. All of the addresses on
the form are absolute rather than symbolic.

Along with the coding forms, we found detailed flowcharts describing how the code was supposed to

work.
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