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Final	Project

Two	Livengood	families	of	Ohio	and	Indiana


Course: SLCC CEGN 0011 (Spring 2014) 
Instructor: Lorraine Borne, AG 
Final Project 
Student: Anna van Raaphorst 
Date Due: 8 May 2014


[Assignment: Write a report using the research elements we have covered in the course: pre-1850 
census records (or tax records if census records were not available); personal property tax records (if 
necessary because census records were not available); probate (testate or intestate) records; 
newspapers, periodicals, or other compiled sources; land grants, land records of the original colonies, 
and land records of the federal and public domain states; military records, pre-service (draft), service, 
benefits (pensions, bounty land warrants, etc.); and cemetery records. Attach to your submission a 
family group record as a GEDCOM, .pdf file, or Word/.rtf file.]


Document	Overview

This document consists of the following parts:


1. Overview of the two Livengood families that are the focus of this report 


2. Current research object (for these results)


3. Short history of the genealogical research to date


4. Analysis and conclusion


5. Suggested future research objectives


6. Several genealogical reports out of Family Tree Maker (separate documents), included as 
evidence and for more detailed information


1.	Overview	of	the	two	Livengood	families

One of my sons-in-law is Richard Hayward (Rick) Livengood (1961-). 


Rick’s paternal ancestors were early settlers of Elkhart County, Indiana. All of the ancestors shown in the 
following chart were born in Elkhart County.
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For this course I have been mostly researching ancestors earlier than Willard Elmer Livengood (Rick’s 
great-grandfather). Some of them are shown in the chart below.





In the course of researching the Livengoods I found out a lot about John Livengood as well as his wife 
Catherine Whittig [Wittig], whose father Frederick received a land grant of 160 acres in Elkhart County in 
1837.
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Catharine Whittig’s sister Mary also married a Livengood (Abraham), who was considered one of the 
pioneers of Elkhart County. He also received a land grant of 160 acres (in 1831). A lot has been written 
about Abraham and his family, including a long piece in one of the Elkhart County histories.


This report focuses mostly on the following family groups:


• John Livengood (1817-1863)


• Abraham Livengood (1806-1879)


2.	Research	objectives

I got curious about the relationship between Abraham and John: they were brothers-in-law, but was 
there also a blood relationship? They both lived in Darke County, Ohio. They also both lived in Elkhart 
County, Indiana. 


The question about their possible blood relationship became the main focus of my more recent 
research. Two additional (and certainly related) objectives were to extend both Livengood branches back 
at least one generation, and to learn more about their domestic migrations.
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3.	Research	history

As mentioned above, the key question of a possible blood relationship between John Livengood (Rick’s 
2nd great-grandfather) and Abraham Livengood (the husband of rick’s 3rd great aunt) has driven my most 
recent research into the Livengood family.


I have found a number of records in all the record groups we have studied in this course. Some examples 
appear below.


Pre-1850	census	records

I have found, copied, and added to the media collection for this family tree dozens of pre-1850 census 
records. The oldest was from the 1790 census. An example appears below. This record is from the 1830 
census and contains both George Livengood and his father Henry.
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The ages of George’s wife and children completely match the information I already had (from family 
records and other unsourced family trees discovered on the Internet). The families were living in Shelby 
County, Ohio, from which they migrated to Elkhart County, Indiana, in about 1835 (the exact date is still 
unclear).


Personal	property	tax	records

Since I found lots of census records I didn’t really need tax records, as well. However, I did come across a 
few, including the following 1863 record for Abraham Livengood.
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Probate	records

Some of the more interesting records I found were minutes of court proceedings for Darke County, Ohio, 
where both John and Abraham Livengood lived before they went to Indiana. The following involve 
probate proceedings for the estates of Peter Livengood Jr. (Abraham’s father), Peter’s widow, Isabella 
[Eaker Rush] Livengood, and Peter’s three children by Isabella.
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Newspapers,	periodicals	or	other	compiled	sources

The following involve the same people and events as above, except the information is in a compilation 
called “Gateway to the West, Vol. 1” that describes the history of Darke County, Indiana.
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I also enjoyed reading about Abraham Livengood in a history of Elkhart County, one page of which is 
shown below.
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Land	grants,	land	records

Two of the land grants were fascinating. The one below is for Frederick Wittig [Whittig], father of both 
Mary (Abraham’s second wife) and Catharine (John’s wife).
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Military	records

I came across a few military records for these two family groups. The following index record is for a Civil 
War military record for Samuel Whittig, one of Mary and Catharine’s brothers.
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Cemetery	records

I have a number of cemetery records for both family groups, many of which have been collected by Find 
A Grave. The following record is for Jacob Everley Sr., John Livengood’s maternal grandfather.


CEGN 0011 Final Project – Anna van Raaphorst




14




4.	Analysis	and	conclusion

I believe that the attached reports and the research behind them have high genealogical value for the 
following reasons:


• The work was done with great care and references key records of all major record types.


• I chose source records that appear to have the highest credibility and informational value (for 
example, census records and death records that have corroborating media).


• I found few discrepancies between records documenting the same facts. 


• Where there were minor differences (for example, the spelling of a name or a date variant), I 
have chosen the one I consider the most likely but have noted the differences. 
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• In the research notes (also summarized below) are suggested future research projects on this 
family.


• Between this document and the two Family Tree Maker reports I believe it would be relatively 
easy for either a professional genealogist or another family member to understand the family 
history, the key facts about family members, and what information is still missing.


Unfortunately, I was unable to prove one way or the other that John Livengood and Abraham were blood 
relatives. Although most evidence suggests that they were not, their histories and patterns of migration 
still leads me to believe that they might be cousins. Additional research is required!


5.	Suggested	future	research	objectives

I believe the following areas of research are logical next steps for this family group:


• Fill in additional details about the family by adding U.S. census records for all “missing” years


• Search for more information about family members who lived in both Ohio and/or Pennsylvania


• Go back in time at least one more generation


• Go forward in time at least one more generation


• Research additional in-laws in this family group


• Continue to try to find out if John and Abraham are blood relatives


6.	Reports	from	Family	Tree	Maker

Please see the attached reports out of Family Tree Maker:


• Family group sheet for John Livengood (with source citations)


• Family group sheet for Abraham Livengood (with source citations)


• Four-generation descendant report for Henry Livengood (John’s grandfather)


• Four-generation descendant report for Peter Livengut Sr. (Abraham’s grandfather)


[Please note that there are approximately 120 media items (all annotated) for these family groups, 
although I didn’t include an FTM media report.]
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