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DICK'S FAMILY HISTORY

THE WORLD WAR [ "MANHATTAN PROJECT”
10 MAKE ATOM BOMBS IN MY HOME TOWN

AUGUST 1,2021 | DICK

A family story | heard from my parents was that my grandmother, Louise Rebmann Moseley, worked at
the Wurlitzer factory in North Tonawanda during World War |I. My mother also told me that my grand-
mother worked on the Manhattan Project during the war. | used to discount these stories until recently
when | learned that part of the Manhattan Project was actually located in Tonawanda during the war
and that the Wurlitzer company converted to defense projects (instead of jukeboxes and organs) during
the war.

In the 1940s, Buffalo and the surrounding areas were major producers of defense products for World
War Il. There were two military aircraft factories, Bell Aircraft and Curtiss-Wright, and naval landing
craft were manufactured at local ship yards. Demand for labor to produce these and other products was
acute, and by 1942 local women were being heavily recruited to come to work. My grandmother was
one of the recruits. Details about all this can be found in the book >World War Il Buffalo by Gretchen E.
Knapp.

Now for the Manhattan Project part. Early in the war, the Tonawanda Laboratory was constructed at the
Linde Ceramics Plant in the Town of Tonawanda. The plant was built for the U.S. Army’s top secret Man-
hattan Engineer District (MED), better known as the Manhattan Project. The Laboratory was engaged in
refining uranium ore from 1942 to 1949. The refined product was shipped to weapons labs (also part of
the Manhattan Project) where it was used to make atomic bombs. Over 30 local Buffalo companies pro-
vided tools and parts for this project.

The Linde plant was located just three miles from where | was living as a young infant at 186 Vicksburg
Avenue in Kenmore. My grandmother and grandfather were living in Tonawanda at the time.
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Since the war, the Linde plant in Tonawanda has been the subject of multiple toxic waste cleanup efforts,
because many tons of radioactive waste were left behind, as shown on the following image.
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Toxic waste sites in Tonawanda, New York

In my research | have not found any direct connection between Wurlitzer and the Manhattan Project,
but there might be one. Here is a page from a magazine in 1943 that shows Wurlitzer winning a Army-
Navy award for their work.
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Wurlitzer wins the Army-Navy “E” award in 1943
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